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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
September 10, 2016 

The title of today’s sermon is:
“She Made All Nations Drink”
Let us pray …

Last Sabbath we began a three part series on the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14, God’s final warning messages to a planet in rebellion. There will never be another offer to get right with God. We discussed that it is unfortunate that some of us have a tendency to want to jump right into the third angel’s message on the mark of the beast, without laying the proper foundation. We learn the truth and become so anxious to tell people that the Papacy is the beast of Daniel 7 and Revelation 13, and that Sunday keeping is the mark of the beast.

However, as I said last week, that is putting the cart before the horse and jeopardizes the possibility of leading a curious one into the ark of safety. We must present them in their order, as the Spirit of Prophecy disclosed that the first, second, and third angel’s messages are all linked together, and that all three are to be given, and that they live and are to exert their power upon our religious experience while time shall last.

So it is in the interest of guiding a precious soul to eternity that we must lay a foundation of Bible doctrines that will ultimately lead to the disclosure of the mark of the beast.

My brothers and sisters, last week we looked into the 7th verse of Revelation 14 of the first angel’s message and found that it contains 7 Bible doctrines. That verse reads, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”   In review, the 7 Bible doctrines contained in that verse are: 

1.
The Righteousness by Faith message;

2.
A call to obedience to God’s Ten Commandments;

3.
The health and temperance message as well as dress reform;

4.
The judgment hour message with the 2300 year prophecy;

5.
The Sanctuary message;

6.
The message on God’s seventh-day Sabbath, and;

7.
Divine creation, the origin of all things, which repudiates evolution.

This week we will look at the second angel’s message, but first; I think it would be good for all of us to take a short journey into the past and consider how this great advent movement began. There was an honest hearted farmer by the name of William Miller, who was a man with a well- developed mind and a thirst for knowledge; however for some time he doubted the divine authority of the scriptures. 

But at the age of 34 he began a deep study of the Bible and there found a Savior that became his friend and his Rock. He professed his faith in the religion he once despised and his infidel associates began to press him with the same arguments which he himself had often urged against the divine authority of the Scriptures. He was not then prepared to answer them; but he reasoned that if the Bible is a revelation from God, it must be consistent with itself; and that as it was given for man's instruction, it must be adapted to his understanding. He determined to study the Scriptures for himself, and ascertain if every apparent contradiction could not be harmonized.

As he studied, the great truths regarding the state of the dead, the second coming, the resurrections and more, he became firm in his understanding. With intense interest he studied the books of Daniel and the Revelation, employing the same principles of interpretation as in the other scriptures, and found, to his great joy, that the prophetic symbols could be understood.
In Daniel 12:4, the angel Gabriel told Daniel this, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”

The time of the end had dawned and the understanding that the prophet Daniel was denied; William Miller was being given. He was fascinated by the many chronological events, but none so much as the 2,300 year prophecy of Daniel 8:14, which reads, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”
As he continued to gain in knowledge he understood the sanctuary to be the earth, since it was well past the dispensation of the Jews with their earthly sanctuary. He mistakenly believed the cleansing of the sanctuary to be the second coming of Jesus to planet earth.

He began to present his views in private as he had opportunity, praying that some minister might feel their force and devote himself to their promulgation. But he could not banish the conviction that he had a personal duty to perform in giving the warning. 
For nine long years he waited; the burden still pressing upon his soul, until in 1831 Miller, for the first time, publicly gave the reasons of his faith.

In 1833 he received a license to preach, from the Baptist Church, of which he was a member. That same year, the last of the signs appeared which were promised by the Savior as tokens of His second advent. Said Jesus: "The stars shall fall from heaven." Matthew 24:29. And John in Rev. 6:13  declared, as he beheld in vision, the scenes that should herald the day of God: "The stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind." This prophecy received an impressive fulfillment in the great meteoric shower of November 13, 1833, lending credence to Miller’s message.

Like the great Reformation of the sixteenth century, the advent movement appeared in different countries of Christendom at the same time. In both Europe and America men of faith and prayer were led to the study of the prophecies, and, tracing down the inspired record, they saw convincing evidence that the end of all things was at hand. 
In different lands there were isolated bodies of Christians who, solely by the study of the Scriptures, arrived at the belief that the Savior’s advent was near.

In 1821, three years after Miller had arrived at his exposition of the prophecies pointing to the time of the judgment, Dr. Joseph Wolff, "the missionary to the world," began to proclaim the Lord's soon coming. Wolff was born in Germany, and even though his father being a Jewish rabbi, while very young, he was convinced of the truth of the Christian religion.

Wolff believed the coming of the Lord to be at hand, his interpretation of the prophetic periods placing the great consummation within a very few years of the time pointed out by Miller.

A similar belief was found by a foreign missionary, to exist in Tatary. A Tatar priest put the question to the missionary as to when Christ would come the second time. When the missionary answered that he knew nothing about it, the priest seemed greatly surprised at such ignorance in one who professed to be a Bible teacher, and stated his own belief, founded on prophecy, that Christ would come about 1844.

The message pointing to 1844 as the time of the Lord's coming was also given in Great Britain.
In South America, in the midst of both barbarism and priest-craft, Lacunza, a Spaniard Jesuit, found his way to the Scriptures and thus received the truth of Christ's speedy return. Impelled to give the warning, yet desiring to escape the censures of Rome, he published his views under the assumed name of "Rabbi Ben-Ezra," representing himself as a converted Jew. Lacunza lived in the eighteenth century, but it was about 1825 that his book, having found its way to London, was translated into the English language. Its publication served to deepen the interest already awakening in England on the subject of the Second Advent.  

The advent message was heard in Germany at the same time that it was attracting attention in other lands. At an early date some of the believers went to Russia and there formed colonies, and the faith of Christ's soon coming is still held by the German churches of that country.  

The light shone also in France and Switzerland. At Geneva where Farel and Calvin had spread the truth of the Reformation, Gaussen preached the message of the Second Advent.
So even though the first angel’s message was being preached with power in the U.S. by Miller and his associates, the message was finding its way around the world.

 We will now look closely at this second angel’s message. Open your Bibles and read with me Revelation 14:8. It says, “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” Whereas the scripture says, “And there followed another angel…” The Greek word for followed is akoloutheo (ak-ol-oo-theh-o) which also means to accompany. So the second angel’s message was not to replace, but to accompany the first angel’s message as it was to continue to be preached. Alright “…saying, …” You will notice that the first and third messages are said with a loud voice, but not so with the second. There is a reason. 
You see it does not reach its fulfillment until it unites with the fourth angel’s message of Revelation 18, which is given with a strong voice.

Going on, “…saying, Babylon …”
Now we know of course that this has nothing to do with the ancient city Babylon which was already a desolate ruin in John’s day. In the Babylonian tongue, Babylon meant “gate of the gods.” The Hebrews however associated it with “balal” a word in their language that meant “to confuse.”

Ever since the fall of Babylon, Satan has sought to control the world through one pagan power after another. Toward the close of the first century AD, Christians were already referring to the city and empire of Rome by the cryptic title Babylon.

Without a doubt, Satan’s most nearly successful attempt to subvert the church has been through the papal apostasy of the middle ages. But God intervened to prevent the success of each subsequent threat to the ultimate accomplishment of His purposes. Evil is inherently divisive. Near the end of time, Satan will be permitted to achieve what appears briefly, to be success.

Babylon, both literal and mystical, has long been recognized as the traditional enemy of God’s truth and people. As used in Revelation, the name Babylon is symbolic of all apostate religious organizations and their leadership, from antiquity down to the close of time.

Continuing in verse 8, “…saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, …” This prophecy of the fall of Babylon finds its last-day fulfillment in the departure of Protestantism at large from the purity and simplicity of the gospel.

I read this from GC page 389, “The second angel's message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United States, where the warning of the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally rejected, and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to reject the special truths for this time they have fallen lower and lower. Not yet, however, can it be said that "Babylon is fallen, ... because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." She has not yet made all nations do this. The spirit of world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and has been gaining ground in churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination.”  {GC 389.2} 
It goes on to say, “The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work "with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;" and they that "received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved," will be left to receive "strong delusion, that they should believe a lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.”  {GC 389.3} Well brethren, although she wrote that over 100 years ago, we surely are almost there!
Continuing in Rev. 14 verse 8, “…that great city, because she made all nations drink…” We know that great city is Rome, the Papacy in particular. The universal nature of the apostasy is shown by the words “because she made all nations…” The word “…drink …” is a figure describing the acceptance of the false teachings and policies of Babylon. Coercion is suggested in the phrase “made all nations drink…” And religious elements will bring pressure to bear upon the state to enforce their decrees.

Going on verse 8, “…the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” The word wine is her false doctrines. Even though the word wrath has been interpreted wrath, it is from the Greek word thumos which means “anger” “wrath” and also “passion.” It is felt that passion would be the correct rendering here and the passage could then be translated, “she has caused all nations to drink the wine of her passionate immorality.” 

And of course the words “…her fornication” is a figure of the illicit connection between the church and the state. The church should be married to her Lord, but when she seeks the support of the state, she leaves her lawful spouse. By her new connection, she commits spiritual fornication.

The date originally set for Christ’s return was the spring of 1844.  When the time passed at which the Lord's second coming was first expected, those who had looked in faith for His appearing, were for a season involved in doubt and uncertainty. While the world regarded them as having been utterly defeated and proved to have been cherishing a delusion, their source of consolation was still the word of God.

Under the Mosaic system the cleansing of the sanctuary, or the great Day of Atonement, occurred on the tenth day of the seventh Jewish month (Leviticus 16:29-34), when the high priest, having made an atonement for all Israel, and thus removed their sins from the sanctuary, came forth and blessed the people. So it was believed that Christ, our great High Priest, would appear to purify the earth by the destruction of sin and sinners, and to bless His waiting people with immortality. The tenth day of the seventh month, the great Day of Atonement, the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon the 22nd of October, was regarded as the time of the Lord's coming. This was in harmony with the proofs already presented that the 2300 days would terminate in the autumn, and the conclusion seemed irresistible.

But again they were destined to disappointment. The time of expectation passed, and their Savior did not appear. You see the time they had correct, it was the event that was their failing. Many had given up or sold all that they had in this world, which made the disappointment even that much more bitter. But such disappointment was prophesied in Revelation 10:8-11 “And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book (that is the prophecies in Daniel) which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: (this was the period of time prior to the disappointment) and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.”  The bitter disappointment.
In the United States, over 50,000 Adventists who anxiously awaited for Jesus to come were victims of this disappointment. Many left the faith, never to return. Some went crawling back to their former churches and were the subject of ridicule. But a small group of 50 returned to scripture and found the disappointment prophesied with the additional admonition in verse 11, “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”   

The truth was later learned regarding the fact that October 22, 1844, was the correct date for the conclusion of the 2300 years, which culminated in the antitypical Day of Atonement, and Jesus moved from the Holy Place, into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the investigative judgment.

Sabbath, October 1st we will investigate and study the third angel’s message.

Let us pray…
